
January 8, 2017 

Epiphany of the Lord 

1488 NORTH COUNTRY ROAD                                    

WADING RIVER, NY 11792 

631-929-4339 Fax: 631-929-6961 

www.stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 



Office Hours:                                                

Monday - Thursday, 9:00-5:00  

Pastor:  Father Frank Schneider, ext. 16      pastor@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Deacon: Fred Finter,  ext 17       deaconfred@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org  

Deacon: Vincent Pozzolano, ext. 45 

Faith Formation Coordinator: Mrs. Jane Oliva, ext. 12    reled@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org  

Outreach Director: Deborah O’Hare, ext. 22     stjohnsparishoutreach@gmail.com 

Associate Coordinator: Michael D’Onofrio 

Music Director: Mrs. Elizabeth McNeill (631) 495-8913   emcneill@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Preschool Director: Mrs. Gayle Mercurio, ext. 14    preschool@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org   

Continuing Care : Barbara Tubito-Megara, ext. 18    continuingcare@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Pastoral Assistant: Barbara Johnston, ext. 13   

Bookkeeper:  Lindsay Finter       office@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Preschool Secretary/Front Desk:  Susan Plattner    preschool@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Maintenance:  Servio Ortiz 

Contact us by email:     office@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

 

SACRAMENTS 

 

Celebration of the Eucharist 

Saturday 5:00 p.m. and Sunday at 7:30, 9:15 and 11:15 

Daily Mass Monday - Thursday, 8:30 a.m.  

Holyday of Obligation: 8:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. 

Eucharistic Adoration Wednesday - 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 
Saturday, 4:00pm to 4:45pm.   

Please feel free to call Fr. Frank and make an appointment to celebrate the  sacrament. 

 

Baptism 
 We suggest that you contact us before your child is born! Call or email the Parish Center.  Baptisms are 

scheduled monthly on the first Sunday at 1:00 pm.  In the spring and summer we also celebrate        

baptisms on the third Sunday.   

 

Marriage 
 Contact the Parish Center so that we can arrange the marriage interview and set your date. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
  Call the Parish Center.  
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During the winter,  
we are preparing for the sacraments of 

Reconciliation 
Eucharist 

Confirmation 

Parents have received their First Reconciliation packets 

in order to help prepare the children to celebrate Penance 

for the first time.  The activities are designed to help our 

young people understand what “sin” is, how to say the 

Act of Contrition, and how God helps us with his grace 

whenever we go to Confession. 

 

First Reconciliation is Saturday, March 4th. 

After First Penance is celebrated, parents will meet again with 

Jane Oliva and begin more immediate preparations for First Holy 

Communion.  They will be meeting on Wednesday, March 8th at 

7:30 p.m. in the Downstairs Hall.  They will receive their Packet 

of information with activities and preparation that they can do as 

a family. 

 

First Communions are on the last Saturday of April and the first 

Saturday of May. 

Confirmation Parents and Candidates will meet next week, 

Wednesday, January 11th at 7:30 p.m. n the Downstairs 

Hall.  They will be given the Confirmation Packet, and 

most importantly, the date and time of this year’s           

Confirmation.   

 

They will also view Bishop Murphy’s talk to Confirmation 

Parents and Candidates, and receive information about the 

completion dates for Confirmation service projects.  Future 

meetings are on February 1st and March 15th. 

The best preparation for all our children is  

regular participation at Sunday Mass.  Please pray for our young people! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiC2drAmrfOAhVBSyYKHaOSCfkQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fparishworld.org%2Fweb%2Fmenu.php%3Fparishid%3D49%26menuid%3D8%26menutitle%3DFaith%2BFormation%2B(Religious%2BEduc
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In LovingMemory of:  For the Intentions of:   Donated by: 
   

Lawrence Desimone/Rose & Dennis Lynch/Angeles Family     Rosemary Desimone 
Robert Concannon          Maryann Concannon 
Kathryn & Charlie Calitri          Diane Calitri 
Mom-Pauline Golfo          Anna & Sal Mastropaolo 
Our Family           Ed & Liz Waskowiak 
Departed Family Members         Carol & William Savage 
Mario Motroni           Wife: Theresa Montroni 
James McLaughlin          The DeBono Family 
Gerald Manley           Jim & Ellen Madden 
Arthur V. Turcotte/Victoria E. Turcotte        Gerald & Ute Turcotte 
Klaus O. Maaske/Petra Becker         Gerald & Ute Turcotte 
John A. Turcotte/Pauline Foley         Gerald & Ute Turcotte 
Nick Donnelly           Michael Russell Pisco 
John & Joan Waskewicz/Lawrence Cascio/Florence & Charles Lusik    Larry & Kathy Cascio 
Anthony Virdone/Catherine Heemsoth        Cathleen Virdone 
Veronica Barraco/Gerard Andrews        Kathleen & Ken Messina 
Patricia Parker           Betty & Patrick McDermott 
Nancy & Charles Brown/Helen & Raymond Riha       Elaine & Chris Brown 
Vito & Rocco Vitollo/Dorothy & Arthur Fogal       Theresa Fogal 
Daniel & Kathleen McAuliffe         Brian & Barbara Toole 
Helen Zanfardino                        Cathy Mendelsohn 

Special Christmas Flower Memorials 

We thank all those who have so generously supported our parish 

family with a gift for Christmas!  Together we can make our    

parish a stronger and more vibrant community in the coming year! 
 

Christmas Collection    $ 27,573.00 

 

 

Christmas Collection for the poor $ 3,177.00 

 

 

Christmas Flowers     $ 1,658.00 
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1305 meals served 

Fr. Frank’s Reflections from Last Sunday 

Mary, the Mother of God (New Year’s Day) 

 

A blessed and peace-filled New Year 2017!  Our feast today 

honoring Mary the Mother of God is the most ancient feast-

day of the Blessed Mother.  Why wouldn’t the Church cele-

brate “New Year’s Day” and usher in the new year with spe-

cial prayers and invocations?  Many of us watched the “ball 

drop” last night, counted down the seconds until the precise 

second that 2017 began.  The custom of “making noise” is an 

ancient one, meant to frighten away the Bad Stuff from the 

new year. 

 

Instead, the Church invites us in a different direction.  We are beckoned to gaze at Mary, the 

Mother of God.  “She kept all these things, and treasured them in her heart.”  Mary is the gentle 

woman of quiet reflection and meditation.  Mary “treasures” her life, savors it, ponders on the 

graces of God.  And you and I are asked to take Mary as our model as well as our mother.  Today 

we, too, are invited to ponder, reflect, treasure and savor. 

 

You and I are invited to be women and men of Reflection.  We are not afraid to ask our hearts the 

questions that can deepen our lives.  In the midst of all our busyness, we pause and ask “Why 

am I doing what I’m doing?”  “Is my life going in the right direction?”  “Am I truly at peace in 

my life?”  “Do I feel the presence of God, or has that been dwindling?”  We begin this new year 

of 2017 gazing at Mary and trying our best to be slow, deliberate and meditative. 

 

Paul tells the Galatians that God’s Spirit has been poured into our hearts where we cry out 

“Abba!  Father!”  We have every confidence that the Spirit of God is in our hearts, and when we 

reflect, meditate and ask the questions, God is guiding us.  While we may have made lots of 

noise at the new year began last night, we are not even afraid to allow the “bad stuff” into our 

hearts so that we can reflect on it, discovering that especially in our difficulties and crosses 

God’s love may indeed be present. 

 

Maybe we can find some moments to treasure and savor during mass this morning.  Wouldn’t it 

be a blessing to find time every day, however brief, to allow our hearts to ask the important 

questions?  Imagine this new year when God’s peace can find its way into our souls because we 

follow the example of Mary, who “kept all these things and treasured them in her heart.” 

The first reading offers us the blessing given by Moses for his brother to share with the Chosen 

People.  May it be the blessing on us all as we begin the new year: 

 

The LORD bless you and keep you! 

The LORD let his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you! 

The LORD look upon you kindly and give you peace  
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Parish Weekly Calendar 

 

 

Have You Been Asked to Be a Sponsor  

for Baptism or Confirmation? 
  
“Sponsor” (godparent) is a sacramental  
ministry.  The sponsor takes part in the ritual 
as a Catholic and provides example from 
her/his life through living and acting as a full 
member of the Catholic Church.  Because of 
the seriousness of this ministry, the Church 
has the following requirements: 
  
1 
 

1. The sponsor must be a full member of the Catholic Church through Baptism and     
Confirmation and Eucharist and at least 16 years old (the responsibilities of this ministry are 
undertaken by an adult). 
  
2.  The sponsor must be a Catholic living an active life in the Church who provides good  
  example. Someone married outside the Church is not able to receive Communion and 

is not able to be a sponsor.  Also, a Catholic who has left the Church is not able to be a 
sponsor of a new member into the Church. 

  
3. When there are two sponsors, they are “spiritual parents” and are godfather and      
godmother. 
  
 
We are always ready to answer your questions.  Please call the parish center! 
 



Page 7 

 

Are you new to St. John the 
Baptist parish? 
 
Please sign up for our email 
list on the parish website, and 

contact us so that we can register you as part of 
our Parish Family! 

Have you recently gotten engaged? 
Congratulations on this amazing moment in your lives! Please call Fr. 

Frank or a deacon as soon as possible, so that we can help you set your 

wedding date here in your parish of St. John the Baptist! 

 

Our parish also extends hospitality to couples who are from other parish 

communities.  Should you be thinking about choosing a “venue” nearby 

Wading River, we will do our best to help you! 

 

In order to set the date, we need to have the "wedding interview"         

required by the Catholic Church. 

 

When we meet, we can also talk about marriage preparation, your        

rehearsal, and all the details that go into your wedding. And please 

count on our prayers during this blessed time of your Engagement -- 

your wedding here will be a joyful, beautiful event! 
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L.I.F.T. women’s group meet once a month, and this 

Christmas worked together on “angels” for their homes.  

 

Christmas Cards Needed 

One old card makes one new tag for next 

year’s “Giving Tree.”  We use the front of 

any old Christmas cards that you donate to 

make Christmas tags for next’s year Giving 

Tree. 

 

 

Peggy’s Pantry 

Our shoppers shop, L.I. Cares and Island Harvest delivers, and you 

take up the slack.  Please bring one or more items from our needs 

list to help us prevent shortages for the families we serve 

jarred sauce 

razors 

deodorant 

pancake syrup 

tooth paste 



        Page 9 

Today’s Readings                                     
The Epiphany of the Lord 

 

Isaiah 60:1-6 
Psalm 72:1-2,7-8,10-13 
Ephesians 3:2-3a,5-6 

Matthew 2:1-12  

This Weekend’s Presiders 

Epiphany of the Lord 

Saturday, January 7, 5pm 

Fr. Frank Schneider 

Sunday, January 8, 7:30 am 

Fr. Frank Schneider 

Sunday, January 8, 9:15 am 

Fr. Frank Schneider 

Sunday, January 8, 11:15 am 

Fr. Frank Schneider 

 

Next Weekend’s Presiders 

Saturday, January 14, 5pm 

Fr. Frank Schneider 

Sunday, January 15, 7:30 am 

Fr. Frank Schneider 

Sunday, January 15, 9:15 am 

Fr. Frank Schneider 

Sunday, January 15, 11:15am 

Fr. Frank Schneider 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Monday, January 9th, 8:30 am 

For the Parishioners of St. John the Baptist 

 

Tuesday, January 10th, 8:30 am 

Mary Hoare (Maura & Jim Lynch Powderly) 

 

Wednesday, January 11th, 8:30 am 

Mary Hoare (Rosemary & Ed Lynch Davis) 

 

Thursday, January 12th, 8:30 am 

Mary Hoare (Brendan Lynch) 

 

Saturday, January 14th, 5pm 

Chuck Spitaliere (Jeane & Bob Boenig) 

 

Sunday, January 15th 

 

7:30 am 

Frances Kozlowsky (Jim & Lorraine Murnane) 

 

9:15 am 

Mary Ryan (Family) 

 

11:15 am 

Margaret Peggy McCluskey (The North Fork Vol-

unteer Firefighters Association) 
 

 

Thank you to our Good Stewards!                                                           
Faith Direct    $ 2,407.15 

January 1st, 2017   $ 6,241.00 

 Total               $ 8,648.15 

 

 

 

 

 

$48,800.00 Goal 

$30,491.00 Payments 

$32,391.00 Pledges 

114 Donors, 

66.38% of goal 

 

 We are grateful this 

week for all               
stewards who seek 
to offer their richest 

gifts to the Infant 
Jesus, prepared to be changed by the              
experience of serving others, especially 
within our parish family and the wider 

community.  



Prayers for the Sick 

 

Peter Meechan, Liz Gerosa, Joan Lambert, 

George  Sroczynski, Zach Abrucci, Lorian 

McGrory, John Alles, Julia Coleman, Jeff 

Coletto,  Joseph DeMauro, Joyce DeMauro, 

Laura LoBianco, Jocelyn Feggins, Devin      

Rizopoulos, George Fox, Maxwell Tester, Jack 

Celentano, Liam McGuire, Givanni Bernaudo, 

Fiona Mooney, Jane Eyring, Marie Donovan,   

Sister Betty Maschka, Florence Carnesi, Susan 

Novak, Richard Quit, Joe Columbo, Lin 

Richburg, Patricia Slewinski, Rosemary                 

DeMonte, Jillian Brown, TJ Christian, Rita 

Mandracchio, Dennis McWilliams, Grace 

Smith, Dottie Simone, Grace Orlando, James 

Pearson, Kara Worth 

 We are happy to pray for your loved ones 

who are ill and will include their names for 

about 6 weeks, unless you let us know    

otherwise. May the healing touch of Jesus 

be with them!* 

Prayers for the Military 
Michael Brennan, Carl Kendrick Jr., Patrick Hanley, 

Jeffrey L. Beilman Jr.,Ryan Santiro, Thomas G.   

Verbeeck, Michelle Verbeeck, Joseph DeMonte IV, 

Nicholas Altman, Michael Anderson,Devin Henry, 

Marielle Verbeeck, Cassidy Vail 

 
Visit our Parish 
Facebook page, St. 
John the Baptist, 
Wading River!! 
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.The officers 

and members 

of the Fr. Wil-

liam J. Crow-

ley Council of 

the Knights of 

Columbus 

here in Wad-

ing River 

would like to express to you and your 

family the best wishes for the New Year. 

Why not make your New Year’s resolu-

tion to join the 1.9 million members 

throughout the United States, Canada, 

the Philippines, Mexico, Poland, the 

Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, Pa-

nama, the Bahamas, the Virgin Islands, 

Cuba, Guatemala, Guam, Saipan, 

Lithuania, Ukraine, and South Korea. 

For more information, contact our Fi-

nancial Secretary, Robert Lutz 631-924-

6396 or email bg108lv@aol.com 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=eucharistic+adoration&view=detailv2&&id=4AB8D8950782981B841E73260344373DBCEEAFE0&selectedIndex=13&ccid=uiGnYyEF&simid=608025043752520796&thid=OIP.Mba21a76321056a72adddb7a6e52bfbb2o0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=facebook+logo&view=detailv2&&id=AD3E6AF2C220DDB12D5A888EA65E680289E995B4&selectedIndex=5&ccid=cr0sKLa3&simid=608018687113498562&thid=OIP.M72bd2c28b6b771e46a39e00989520221H0
mailto:bg108lv@aol.com
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=knigths+of+columbus&view=detailv2&&id=94B03E225E020B87A473133A5C0490002F71C418&selectedIndex=3&ccid=uQFdHhca&simid=608050242353630064&thid=OIP.Mb9015d1e171a3a19153612b117027a60o0
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Around our Area and our Diocese 

Our parish community is proud to be part of the local towns and part of  the 

Diocese of Rockville Centre.  The following items were sent  to the parish to 

be shared with all our parishioners.   

Upcoming Programs at the Cenacle, Ronkonoma:   

January 13-15, 2017:  “Our Hearts are Enchanted by the Sacred Heart 

of Jesus”: The prophet Jeremiah knows us well:  “More tortuous than all 

else is the human heart,” (17:9).  We are confounded by the confusions, 

complexities and enigmas of our relationships in daily life.  Can we     

surrender our hearts into the Sacred Heart?  Presenter:  Fr. Larry Lewis, 

M.M.  Offering:  $250 – No Sunday lunch.  $195 Commuters - $50      

deposit required to hold your reservation 

January 27-29, 2017:  “20th Anniversary of God Gives us Songs in 

our Sleep”  Since 1997 the Cenacle has been offering dreamers an      

opportunity to discern God’s invitation for growth and change in their 

lives through their night time dreams.  All dreamers who have joined us 

in the past and those new to the experience are invited to a special      

celebration.  Presenter:  Jean Lynch, M.A. Theology.  Offering:  $250 – 

No Sunday lunch.  $195 Commuters - $50 deposit required to hold your 

reservation 

 

 An Evening of Celtic Music:  Benefit for St. Anthony’s High School Celtic 

Friars Pipe Band Featuring many Irish bands and dancers.  FEBRUARY 11, 

2017.  7:00 PM, St. Anthony’s HS Auditorium.  $20 IN ADVANCE, $25 AT 

DOOR. 

 

 Suffolk County Senior Advocates:  Senior Advocates will educate seniors 

on benefits they may be eligible for and assist them in applying for those 

benefits.  For more information, please call them at 631-853-8255 (website: 

www.suffolkcountyny.gov/aging). 


